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  Director’s Report  

Hello UBC and UEL neighbours, 

With five months under my belt as your Electoral Area A 

(EAA) Director, I am looking for ways to increase my 

engagement and interaction with residents of EAA, and in 

January, will be starting a quarterly Engagement Series. 

 

Every month, I vote on decisions that impact residents of 

EAA and our region as a whole, and I am hopeful that by 

introducing these regular engagement sessions, I will be able 

to create more opportunities to interact with and hear from 

residents.   

 

The purpose of these events is two-fold – a) to share information from the region that I think will be of interest to 

residents, and b) to hear from residents about their perspectives and values on the topics presented, as well as any 

other relevant issues that they choose to bring up. 

 

The first Engagement Session will be on Thursday, January 23 at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Social Room at Wesbrook Community Centre. Following a brief 

introduction, I will have a presentation on ways in which our region is 

addressing the climate crisis through air quality measures, climate action, and 

environmental protection. This session will be open to all residents, including 

youth concerned about our climate and environment.  Following the 

presentation and associated questions, there will a general Q&A session where 

you can ask me anything related to Metro Vancouver or TransLink (no 

guarantees that I will know the answer, but I’ll do my best!) 

 

Future sessions that I am working on include: 

 Proposed Skytrain extension to UBC (interactive session with TransLink) 

 Emergency Preparedness and Planning on the UBC/UEL Peninsula 

 Metro 2050: Give your input on what we prioritize as our region grows 

 

Please help me spread the word about this event, and I hope that you can join me. In addition, please let me know 

if there are other topics that you would like to see discussed in future sessions. 

Electoral Area A 
Engagement Sessions 

 

Acting Local: A Regional 
Climate Action and 
Environmental Protection 
Response to our Planet’s 
Woes 
 Thursday January 23 

at 6:30pm in the 
Wesbrook Community 
center 

 Followed by a general 
Q&A session 

 All are welcome 
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As we ramp down (or up?) for the holidays, I am reminded of how wonderful this time of the year is for some, and 

how tough it can be for others. The further I navigate through life, the more I realize how critical community is to 

our health and wellbeing, both as individuals and as a society. In addition to using this time of year as a chance to 

connect with loved ones, I hope we can reach out to those in our community who may need a little extra love, or 

simply to those we may not usually connect with.  

 

As one example, my heart is full with images and stories 

from the connections made between residents from 

Tapestry and kindergarten students from our local 

University Hill Elementary school. Residents and students 

regularly get together to share stories, crafts, and more 

importantly, intergenerational connections and even hugs. 

This past week, the kindergarten students visited Tapestry 

to help decorate gingerbread cookies with some of the 

residents. 

 

“Everyone had a terrific time decorating and singing Christmas carols together. Our 

visits always bring great joy to both the seniors and the young students,” says 

kindergarten teacher Lori Freeze. Imagine how much more connected we would 

be if each of us reached out to just one stranger in our community this holiday 

season. 

 

If you have a story or event to share from our community, please email me at 

areaajen@gmail.com – I’d love to connect with you.  

 

From my family to yours, I wish you a wonderful holiday season, and one where 

we can all feel connected and included. 

 

All the best,  

Jen McCutcheon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten students from U-Hill elementary and residents 
from Tapestry connecting over cookies, carols, and crafts. 

mailto:areaajen@gmail.com
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  Metro Vancouver Board, Committee and Management News 

At our most recent Metro Vancouver Board of Directors meeting, 

Burnaby Councillor Sav Dhaliwal and City of North Vancouver Mayor 

Linda Buchanan were acclaimed as Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, 

for a second term. 

Metro Vancouver Directors are elected officials representing 21 

municipalities, one treaty First Nation, and Electoral Area A. Each year, 

at its first meeting held after November 1, the Directors elect a Chair 

and Vice Chair for the next year.  

On December 16, 2019, Chair Dhaliwal announced the Director appointments for Metro Vancouver’s standing 

committees. 

I’m happy to report that in 2020 I will be participating on the Climate Action Committee, the Finance and 

Intergovernment Committee and the Mayors Committee, as well as serving as Chair of the Electoral Area A 

Committee. Meeting dates and Committee membership can be viewed here. 

Our December Board meeting also marked the first Metro Vancouver Board meeting under new staff leadership. 

In November, we said good-bye and a big thank you to Carol Mason, who had served as CEO for Metro Vancouver 

for the past 8 years and welcomed Jerry Dobrovolny as our new CEO and Commissioner. I have enjoyed beginning 

to work with Jerry, and look forward to continuing to do so in the coming years. 

Metro Vancouver hosted its fall Council of Councils on October 26, 2019 at the City of Surrey's Civic Hotel. The 

event featured an overview of Metro Vancouver's draft Budget for 2020, as well as updates on the Regional Parks 

Land Acquisition Strategy, Metro Vancouver's 10-Year Housing Plan, the Regional Economic Prosperity Service, 

Climate 2050, Metro 2050 and other important issues. TransLink also provided an update on Transportation 2050. 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards  

 

  Create Memories Not Garbage Campaign 

With the holiday season upon us, Metro Vancouver wants to help residents think sustainably this Christmas and 

other holiday celebrations, with its annual Create Memories, Not Garbage campaign. For almost a decade, this 

popular holiday waste reduction initiative has promoted experience-based, low-waste gift and decorating ideas so 

that fewer pieces of packaging and unwanted gifts end up being thrown away. 

Vice Chair Buchanan Chair Dhaliwal 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards
http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards
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To inspire holiday cheer and get people into the sustainable spirit, Metro Vancouver has debuted a new Create 

Memories carol by Vancouver duo Ben and Dan with a music video featuring the Aurora Winter Festival and the 

Surrey Tree Lighting Festival. You can watch it here. 

By doing just one thing differently, we can create less waste. Choose gifts that are made of sustainable material 

and will last a long time, or opt for giving experiences that will be enjoyed beyond the holiday. When wrapping 

gifts try using reusable materials like fabric or gift bags, newspaper, or old calendars instead of single-use wrap. 

A recent survey revealed that more than 80% of Metro Vancouver residents 

want to reduce their environmental impact during holidays, but many feel 

they don't have the time or information to try low-waste gift and wrapping 

ideas. That's where the Merry Memory Maker comes in, an online catalogue 

that features over 170 creative low-waste gift ideas by price range. The app 

has been updated this year to include more gift ideas, a directory of where 

to find each item, and the ability to save favourites to a wish list for later. 

https://vimeo.com/375272542          

http://www.metrovancouver.org/christmas  

 10 Year Housing Strategy 

Metro Vancouver Housing (MVH) recently developed a new 10 Year Strategy, which is 

a framework for providing, preserving and expanding affordable housing in the region 

over the next decade. You can read more about it here. 

Through this plan, Metro Vancouver Housing has set the ambitious goal of adding 1350 

new affordable rental units over the next 10 years, and plans to invest $190 million to 

enhance and maintain existing sites, while also developing new ones. Specifically, $90 

million will go to renewing the existing stock, $60 million to development and 

partnerships to acquire or manage new units and $40 million to develop new 

affordable housing on municipal lands.  

I was pleased that the Board approved a new $4 million annual tax requisition, which will provide a stable funding 

source dedicated to housing partnerships with member jurisdictions. Additional funding through BC Housing and 

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation will further leverage these investments and create even more 

affordable rental homes in the region. 

https://vimeo.com/375272542
http://www.metrovancouver.org/christmas/memory-maker
https://vimeo.com/375272542
http://www.metrovancouver.org/christmas
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/housing/plans-reports/
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Established in 1974, MVH provides affordable rental housing, primarily geared towards families, seniors, and 

people with special housing needs. Owned solely by the Metro Vancouver Regional District, MVH is governed by 

its member jurisdictions to deliver its mandate of supplying affordable rental housing for people not served by the 

private sector. MVH currently provides affordable homes to about 9,400 people (3,400 units) on a rent-geared-to-

income or low-end-of-market rental basis. As one of the province’s largest affordable housing providers, MVH 

recognizes the need and opportunity to renew and expand its housing portfolio to support resolving the region’s 

affordable housing crisis. 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/housing/plans-reports/  

 

  Near Road Pollution Study 

Metro Vancouver’s regional air quality has 

continually improved over the past several 

decades, but a new national Near Road Air 

Quality Monitoring pilot study confirms 

that concentrations of air contaminants are 

higher near major roads. 

More than one million Metro Vancouver 

residents – nearly half the population – live 

within 250 metres of a major road, 

according to the study, which was 

conducted by Metro Vancouver with 

Environment and Climate Change Canada, 

the Ontario Ministry of Environment, 

Conservation and Parks and the University 

of Toronto. 

The study helped to determine public exposure to air contaminants such as fine particulate matter, black carbon, 

nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, ultrafine particles, and volatile organic compounds. Vancouver monitoring 

stations were located near Clark Drive and East 11th Ave, along a major truck route and a comparison site away 

from traffic near Slocan St. and East 22nd Avenue. 

Owing to a variety of factors, the Clark Drive station, showed similar or higher concentrations of certain 

contaminants compared with the Toronto station on Highway 401, despite experiencing a lower volume of traffic. 

The results were thought to be largely attributable to the ratio of large trucks on Clark Drive rather than the total 

traffic volume. 

Locations where the busiest roads intersect with the densest populations can be 
seen in red. Near Road Air Quality Monitoring Station shown with a black star. 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/housing/plans-reports/
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As a result of the findings, Metro Vancouver is looking to develop a program to reduce emissions and exposure to 

traffic-related air pollutants. Diesel particulate matter emissions have long been a focus of Metro Vancouver’s air 

quality programs, since they have been assessed as carcinogenic, and contribute approximately two-thirds of the 

lifetime cancer risk from exposure to air pollution in the region. 

Metro Vancouver is currently developing an updated Clean Air Plan, which will identify opportunities for 

accelerated emissions reductions in our region, including near major roadways. These emissions reductions align 

with Climate 2050, Metro Vancouver’s long-term strategy to support achieving a carbon neutral and resilient 

region by 2050. 

  Mayors’ Council on Regional Transportation Updates 

RapidBus is coming on January 6, 2020 

…and every ten minutes after that! As part of the Mayors’ Council 10-

Year vision, TransLink will be launching the first 4 of 12 new RapidBus 

lines, including the R4 that will serve UBC along 41st Ave from Joyce 

Station. These RapidBuses, formerly called B-Lines, will provide 

customers with 200-kilometres of fast, frequent and reliable service 

connecting regional centres across Metro Vancouver. Some of the 

services that set the new RapidBus apart from other routes include: 

dedicated bus lanes where possible, queue jumping at certain traffic 

lights, and real time next bus signage at bus stops.  

 

You can find out more about RapidBuses, including the R4 here, or 

watch the informational video here. The R4 (along 41st Ave) will run 

every 3-6 minutes during peak hours, every 8 minutes during non-peak 

hours, and every 15 minutes from 9:00 p.m. until 1:00 a.m. With the 

launch of RapidBus some changes are being made to some UBC bus 

routes, which you can learn about  here. 

 

The first three RapidBus routes launched in January will be:  

 R1: King George Blvd (City of Surrey) 

 R3: Lougheed Hwy (City of Coquitlam; Port Coquitlam; Maple Ridge; Pitt Meadows) 

 R4: 41st Ave (UBC to Joyce Station in Vancouver) 

 

 

 

https://www.translink.ca/Plans-and-Projects/RapidBus-Program.aspx
https://youtu.be/sQkPUATu61k
https://www.translink.ca/Schedules-and-Maps/Transit-Service-Changes.aspx


 

 

Page 7 of 9 

DECEMBER 

2019 

A fourth line will follow in April: 

 R2: Marine Dr. (City of North Vancouver; District of North Vancouver; City of West Vancouver)  

 
https://www.translink.ca/Plans-and-Projects/RapidBus-Program.aspx   

https://youtu.be/sQkPUATu61k  

https://www.translink.ca/Schedules-and-Maps/Transit-Service-Changes.aspx  

 

Regional Coordination of Ride-Hailing 

Ride-hailing is coming to Metro Vancouver, and last week, the Mayors’ Council agreed in principle to an interim 

Inter-Municipal Business License (IMBL) for ride-hailing in the South Coast Region. TransLink will be working on the 

development of this interim IMBL for ride-hailing in the South Coast Region (Zone 1). 

 

You can find out more about the Mayors’ Council asks, and why an IMBL is important in this recent Mayors’ 

Council public meeting ride-hailing report. 

 
https://www.translink.ca/-

/media/Documents/about_translink/governance_and_board/council_minutes_and_reports/2019/december/20191212_on_table_report.pdf 

 

Mayors’ Council Seeks Renewed Partnership from Federal Government for Transit Projects 

 

The Mayors’ Council is asking Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and other party leaders to support continued funding 

on transit expansion in Metro Vancouver. Ridership in Metro Vancouver is growing quicker than anticipated, with 

at least 20% more riders on the system between 2016 and the end of 2019. This is well ahead of any other urban 

region in North America. 

 

So, we are working hard to secure federal funding commitments for key transit projects including the UBC 

Skytrain. As part of our efforts, Mayor Kennedy Stewart was recently in Ottawa to meet with the Prime Minister, 

and other key party leaders to discuss our transit needs. The recent speech from the throne has encouragingly 

signalled that the federal government is prepared to invest in regional transit.  

 

You can learn more and stay updated on our progress by visiting the Mayors’ Council Cure Congestion website.  
https://www.curecongestion.ca/home/the-latest/  

https://www.translink.ca/Plans-and-Projects/RapidBus-Program.aspx
https://youtu.be/sQkPUATu61k
https://www.translink.ca/Schedules-and-Maps/Transit-Service-Changes.aspx
https://www.translink.ca/-/media/Documents/about_translink/governance_and_board/council_minutes_and_reports/2019/december/20191212_on_table_report.pdf
https://www.translink.ca/-/media/Documents/about_translink/governance_and_board/council_minutes_and_reports/2019/december/20191212_on_table_report.pdf
https://www.translink.ca/-/media/Documents/about_translink/governance_and_board/council_minutes_and_reports/2019/december/20191212_on_table_report.pdf
https://www.translink.ca/-/media/Documents/about_translink/governance_and_board/council_minutes_and_reports/2019/december/20191212_on_table_report.pdf
https://www.curecongestion.ca/home/the-latest/
https://www.curecongestion.ca/home/the-latest/
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  Celebrate the New Year  with a Campfire in Pacific Spirit Regional Park! 

On January 1 from 12:30 until 3:00 pm, join Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

staff for a cozy campfire amidst a backdrop of towering evergreens. Sing along to 

familiar songs or listen to stories about west coast plants and animals. Meet at 

the park centre on 16th Ave, 400 m west of Blanca St. This event is free for all 

ages, but please leave your pets at home. 

 

 

 

  Liquor License Updates 

The Provincial Liquor & Cannabis Regulation Branch (LCRB) is the approving authority for any liquor or retail 

cannabis licenses in the Province. Before an application for a new license or an amendment to an existing license is 

considered by the LCRB, the local government has the opportunity to either provide comments or opt out of 

comments.  Metro Vancouver is the local government for Electoral Area A, which includes the UBC Lands and the 

UEL. Members of the public can provide comments on any application directly to the LCRB and those comments 

will be considered as part of the LCRB’s decision making. All applicants for licenses are required to post signage at 

the proposed site and place notices in local newspapers.  

Recently, UBC has made an application to extend the liquor license of the Gerald McGavin UBC Rugby Centre to 

include its Grandstand area. Residents can expect to see signage and a newspaper ad related to this change in the 

near future and are encouraged to provide any comments they have directly to the LCRB (information on where to 

submit comments will be on the sign and in the ads). 

  Media  

Metro Vancouver Close Up shows how municipalities and community groups are promoting 
sustainability and shared regional goals. New videos are posted each month. To see 
sustainability stories about Metro Vancouver, you can search “Metro Vancouver Close Up” 
at metrovancouver.org or follow metrovancouverblog.org. 

 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/media-room/video-gallery/metro-vancouver-close-up?utm_source=newsletter42&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=chair_update
http://www.metrovancouver.org/
https://metrovancouverblog.org/
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For More Metro Vancouver News and Updates 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/metroupdate/ 

 

 
  Links & Connections 

Metro Vancouver 
www.metrovancouver.org 

Mayors’ Council on Regional Transportation 
www.translink.ca/en/About-Us/Governance-and-
Board/Mayors-Council.aspx 

Jen McCutcheon’s Website 
www.areaajen.ca 

Jen McCutcheon’s Twitter 
www.twitter.com/jcmcc2 

Jen McCutcheon’s Facebook  
www.facebook.com/AreaAJen 

Union of BC Municipalities 
www.ubcm.ca  

University Neighbourhoods Association 
www.myuna.ca 

 

 

 

University Endowment Lands Administration 
www.universityendowmentlands.gov.bc.ca 

UEL Community Advisory Council 
www.uelcommunity.com 

Metro Vancouver Media Releases  

www.metrovancouver.org/media-room 

Metro Vancouver Videos  

www.metrovancouver.org/media-room/video-gallery  

@MetroVancouver Twitter  
www.twitter.com/metrovancouver  

Metro Vancouver Facebook 
www.facebook.com/metrovancouver  

http://www.metrovancouver.org/metroupdate/
http://www.metrovancouver.org/
http://www.metrovancouver.org/
http://mayorscouncil.ca/
http://www.translink.ca/en/About-Us/Governance-and-Board/Mayors-Council.aspx
http://www.translink.ca/en/About-Us/Governance-and-Board/Mayors-Council.aspx
http://www.areaajen.ca/
file:///C:/Users/gvalou/Desktop/EAA%20Updates%20&%20Bulletins/www.areaajen.ca
https://twitter.com/areaajen
http://www.twitter.com/jcmcc2
https://www.facebook.com/AreaAJen/
http://www.facebook.com/AreaAJen
http://www.ubcm.ca/
http://www.ubcm.ca/
http://www.myuna.ca/
http://www.myuna.ca/
http://www.universityendowmentlands.gov.bc.ca/
http://www.universityendowmentlands.gov.bc.ca/
http://www.uelcommunity.com/
http://www.uelcommunity.com/
http://www.metrovancouver.org/media-room/
http://www.metrovancouver.org/media-room/
http://www.metrovancouver.org/media-room/video-gallery/
http://www.metrovancouver.org/media-room/video-gallery/
http://www.twitter.com/metrovancouver
http://www.twitter.com/metrovancouver
http://www.facebook.com/metrovancouver
http://www.facebook.com/metrovancouver
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